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SUBJECT: ECONOMIC STABILIZATION - GOZ DECREES 20 PERCENT 
WAGE INCREASE 

REE: A) KINSHASA 2202 B) KINSHASA A-39 

1 . ON MARCH 12 THE GOZ ANNOUNCED A DECISION TO GRANT A 
20 PRECENT INCREASE IN ALL WAGES, FROM APRIL 1, 1976. 

THIS ANNOUNCEMENT WAS MADE SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH PUBLICATION 
OF A LAW REALIGNING ZAIRE'S MONETARY UNIT ON THE SPECIAL 
DRAWING RIGHT RATHER THAN ON THE US DOLLAR. (IN EFFECT, A 
DEVALUATION OF ABOUT 42 PERCENT IN TERMS OF SDR CONTENT, 

ABOUT 72 PERCENT IN TERMS OF DOMESTIC CURRENCY.) 

2. THE "CLARIFICATION" AND THE IMPLEMENTING ORDINANCE WHICH 
FOLLOWED ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE INCREASE MADE IT CLEAR THAT GENERAL 
CLASSIFICATION WORKERS EMPLOYED AT THE OLD (SEPTEMBER 1975) 

LEGAL MINIMUM WOULD RECEIVE A 20 PERCENT INCREASE IN THEIR 
MINIMUM WAGE, AS WELL IN THEIR LEGALLY ESTABLISHED FAMILY ALLOWANCE. 
IT IS ALSO CLEAR THAT MANAGEMENT AND SUPERVISORY WORKERS 

WILL RECEIVE THE 20 PERCENT INCREASE. IN NO CASE 
WILL THE RESULTING INCREASED WAGE FOR MANAGEMENT AND SUPER- 
VIRORY WORKERS BE TRIMMED IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE RABATTEMENT 
DES SALAIRES PROGRAM (REF "B"). 
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3. THROUGH CERTAINLY APPLICABLE AT THE LOWER AND HIGHER ENDS OF 
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THE SCALE, THERE IS AS YET NO CLEAR INDICATION WHETHER THE 
INCREASE IS TO APPLY TO THE GREAT BULK OE WORKERS EMPLOYED 
BETWEEN THE MINIMUM AND SUPERVISORY LEVELS. PRESUMABLY THE GOZ'S 
INTENT WAS TO EXTEND THE 20 PERCENT INCREASE TO THEM AS WELL. 

BUT NEITHER THE UNION NOR THE EMPLOYERS ARE ENTIRELY CERTAIN 
ON THIS POINT. FURTHER CLARIFICATIONS IS EXPECTED. 
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